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Golden Key Association has been in existence for nearly 8 years as Kappa’s earliest “virtual” association, sharing the designation with Keys Overseas and Stars and Stripes Associations.  What’s a “virtual?” association, you may ask.  Each is a fully-chartered, recognized alumnae association of the Fraternity, but unlike the more widely-known geographic associations, the members live in scattered states and countries. Our contact with each other is largely electronic.  In Golden Key, we rely on conference calls or online chats to conduct our meetings and use email, Facebook, websites, list serves for our regular communication.  

Golden Key’s unique purpose is to unite Kappas around the world in an effort to educate active and alumna members about the need for protection and respect for the proprietary symbols of the Fraternity, especially our badge.  Our “Keepers of the Key” committee diligently patrols online auction sites, antique malls, flea markets, pawn shops…any likely source…to locate, retrieve and return wandering keys. We mutually share the expense and effort to “bring them home,” returning them to the rightful owners when possible, offering them as replacement badges to alumnae whose own keys are gone, or securing  them as historically important artifacts for a chapter or the Fraternity.  
Golden Key developed and distributes through The Key magazine a disposition form that encourages members to store their badges with specific directions for proper handling in the event of death.  We established a program for assistance to Canadian chapters which enables their members to buy recycled badges for a comparable price as the cost to U.S. chapters, avoiding the added costs of duty and exchange rates.  We encourage the purchase of badges by all initiates and educate chapters in the importance and privilege of wearing it appropriately.  We are assisting Fraternity Archivist Kylie Towers in cataloging, recording and digitizing into a computerized database the hundreds of badges stored at Headquarters.  Golden Key volunteers have visited Heritage Museum and toured the Fraternity Archives.  Additional visits to Heritage Museum, Kappa Headquarters and Stewart House/Monmouth are planned.  
Our membership includes nearly forty Kappas of all ages from a wide array of chapters throughout the U.S. and Canada.  We invite YOU to join us in our mission and share the special bond of our commitment to preserve the integrity of our badge and assure its proper use solely as a symbol of membership in Kappa Kappa Gamma.  

Loyally, 

Mary Ruddick Silzel, Gamma Gamma Chapter/Whitman College
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